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   Use: empty containers of various capacities and a

   measuring jug.     

   
   Goal: learners grasp volume and estimate capacity.

Learners are shown various empty containers and then asked to estimate the 
volume of each one.

Example:

 250ml cup 500ml bottle  1 litre bottle  2 litre bottle

Volume estimation

lnstructions: 
Learners are first asked to order the empty containers from smallest to
biggest. One container at a time, learners are then asked to estimate the

volume of each empty container, from smallest to largest, in this sequence:
      

 Beginning with the 250ml cup, the container is filled with water.
      The cup is then emptied into the 1 litre measuring jug.

      The water in the measuring jug is then measured and recorded on

      the board.

      The learners are asked, “How many cups of water would fill the
      litre measuring jug?”

      The answer is then demonstrated to the learners by repeatedly

      emptying a cupful of water into the measuring jug.

      The answer is, “Four cups of water fills a measuring jug with a
      volume of 1 litre.”
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This sequence of teaching is repeated, now using an empty 500ml bottle

instead of an empty cup. This time, however, the teacher begins by asking

learners to estimate how many 500ml bottles of water they think will fill the
1 litre measuring jug.

lnstructions:
 The learners are now shown a 1 litre bottle and asked to estimate

       how whether they think that its volume is ‘less than’, ‘the same

       as’, or ‘greater than’ the 1 litre measuring jug’s.

       At this stage learners should vote which answer is correct and the

       results of this vote recorded for the learners to see.

       The 1 litre bottle is then filled with water and poured into
       the 1 litre measuring jug, providing the answer,“The volume  

       of a litre bottle is ‘the same as’ the volume of the litre

       measuring jug’s.”

 This sequence of teaching is then repeated, now using an empty 2 litre

       bottle, instead of a 1 litre one.

       Learners should now record their observations in their exercise books
       using simple sentences that describe how large each empty

       container is in relation to the measuring jug.

Volume estimation
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Questions to ask:  
   Which container has the smallest capacity? 

   Which container has the largest capacity?

   How many cups would it take to fill the 500ml bottle?
   How many cups would it take to fill the 1 litre bottle?
   How many millimetres are there in a 1 litre bottle?

    Use: measurement jug and various containers of

    different sizes.

     

    Goal: learners grasp ‘capacity’ as a concept.

Demonstrate the differences in capacity of various containers to learners

using a measurement jug.

Example:

   15ml             250 ml   500 ml             1 litre

lnstructions: 
Present the various containers to learners from smallest to largest. For example

use a tablespoon, a cup (250ml), then the 500ml bottle, then a litre bottle,

calling each item by name and capacity.

Write each container’s name on the chalkboard and leave a space to record what

capacity it holds. Learners should copy this into their exercise books.
Pour water into the tablespoon. Demonstrate its volume by then pouring the

tablespoon’s contents into the measurement jug and measuring it.

Allow learners to see this process clearly and, if possible, read the

tablespoon’s measurement themselves.

Record the tablespoon’s capacity in millimetres (ml) on the board for learners to

see. Repeat this process for the cup, the 500ml bottle and the 1 litre bottle.

Capacity
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Learn Like Lerato
is a range of learning resources that includes activity books, 

classroom kits, posters, Like Lerato readers and DVD episodes, 
a User Guide and an Integrated Resources Document (IRD).

 

The User Guide is a guide to using the classroom kits for teaching 
learners the South African Department of Basic Education’s

Curriculum and Assessment Policy Statement (CAPS).
 

Learn Like Lerato covers Grades 1, 2 and 3,and is available in English, 
isiZulu, isiXhosa, Northern Sotho, Sesotho and Afrikaans.

There are Learn Like Lerato activity books that covers each term, 
and each book includes both Maths and Language.

www.learnlikelerato.co.za


